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Reflections on the goodnefs of God 
in fupporting the People of the 
United States through the late war, 
and giving them fo advantageous 
and honourable a peace. 
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Whofo is svife, and will obferce thefe things, even they foall 
underfland the loving-kindnefi of the Lord. 
The Psarmisn, 
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Lnat ES ALM ixy 11, 
Thou crowneft the year with thy goodnefs. 


My dear People, 


EN HOUGH this makes the tenth annual 
; Thankfgiving fince it has pleafed God 
that 1 fhould be your Minifter, to 

lead in your public devotions. and affit your 
meditations on his word and works ; yet, [- 
prefume, you will agree with me, that it -is 
‘the fir in which the words of the Pfalmik 
now read, with refpect to our beloved Coun- 
ry, have their fullett completion. This year, 
above either of the preceding, is efpeciallyand 
iiluftrioufly crowned with the goodnefs of Gods 


Indeed, we have had occafion, at the clofe 
‘of each of the former years, to talk of hid 
goodnefs. Not one of them hath paffed with- 
out witnefles, many witnefles for him. Ia 
every revolving feafon we havg beheld the 
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 dilplays.of his. goodnefs, and received multi. 
plied teftimonials of his providential care and 
kindnefs. In no year, and at no time, has he 
ceafed to do us good, ‘ giving us rain from 
heaven, and fruicful feafons, filling our hearts 


witht food and gladnefs.” 


In_ thefe refpedts, howeve » the prefent year 
vies with any of the preceding: The eatth 
has been made foft with repeated and plenti- 
ful thowers, “ the paftures have been clothed 
with flocks; and the vallies. covered with 
eotn.” . We have received the former and the ' 

latter harveft in abundance—our garners are 
filled with various ftore. ‘Through the paft 
feafon all'the paths of the Lord have dropped 
marrow and fatnefs. ‘giaagd Lg 
‘Bat I need not tell you that. whatfignalizes, 
and will render memorable’ to the lateft ages, — 
_ 4s the -brighteft jewel in the crowi of the’pre- 
fent year, is Peace, an honourable and) glo- 
rious peace for our country, with its atten- 
dant bleffings. What advantage this. moft 
pleafing and joyful event gives to the prefent, 
above either of the preceding years, will ap- 
pear on the flighteft comparifon. 
eae ai 8s. oy Ses See she Bosh 
' We cannot have forgot what our feelings 
were at the profpect of the war which is now 
‘fe happily: terminated, . The year 1774;-in 
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declared a Seige they: claimed un- 
candies. fubmiffion on: our part; ‘ofiting 
that we fhould hold life and property by no_ 
“ot ethan their fovercign will and pleas 
| us to this, “coercive mentee 
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olence and eit of the" Porkbictte 
Mir on of our Charter, the change” of our 
‘Government and thearrival of fleets and armies 
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 aroufe, O. Americans !, Your petitions and 
* entreaties are no longer regarded: Yout 
“ enemies are determined, and leave you ne 
* other alternative but to chufe between fire 
“ and fword and all the horrors of war, or the - 
“ yoke of perpetual bondage. ‘Will you be 
* free meh, or flaves! Your choice decides the 
6 fate of near three millions of people ; and 
“ tranfmits happinefs or mifery to the unbora 
“ millions of your pofterity.” Ina ftrain like 
this, you well reniember, was the language of 
the day. .And thus, on both fides, was ‘the 
{word whetting ; combuftibles were faft col- 
leGting ; the conflagration was foon to blaze.” 


~ “With what concern; with what painful 
anxiety, my brethren, did we behold thefe 
appearances? Were not our hearts ready to 
faint under the diftrefling apprehenfion of the _ 
ealamities impending; while we faw the ftorm 
_gathering ; the cloud thick and heavy, black 
and charged with uacommon wrath, coming 
dap Gh. 51 13 terete pa comic 


The fucceeding year realized thefe terrors 
and brought them home to our doors, In 
1775, the tempeft burft upon us with all its 

"fury: We not only heard the found of the 
‘uumpet.and the alarm of war, but beheld its 
deadly and. fatal effeéts, garments ‘rolled. in 
blood, and the habitations of our friends and 
neighbours wrapt in flames. With “what — 

“ confternation 


oe 


‘contternation and affright did we hurry out 
families and effeéts from the fcene of danger ? 
And through the year, to what daily alarms 
were we liable while the enemy poflefled our . 
Capital and held their ftrong holds in the 
neighbourhood? Our houfes wefe turned 
into barracks and hofpitals for foldiers. We 
lived in the mid of camps. Their ftench 
and infection contributed, with the terror of 


the times, to that: uncommon mortality which 
prevailed in this and the adjacent towns, and 


greatly increafed the diftreffes of the year. — 


— But the clofe of 1776 brought with it a 
‘fcene of danger to America greater than the 

had ever betore experienced. Our army in 
“quarter, after repeated defeats, many 
hardfhips and misfortunes, had been driven 

out of Canada. In the other, the enemy 
carried all before them, till at length, our 
brave Chief with an handful of naked worr 
out troops, the fhatter’d remains of a van- 
quifhed or difbanded army, was forced to fly ; 
while a victorious and triumphant. foe was in 
clofe purfuit: and this, during a retreat of 
ninety miles. It was then, that “the fateof 
America ftood trembling on the point of 
fafpence.” So critical was our firuation, and 
fo imminent the danger, that our efcape was 
little fhort of a miracle. The noble and fpi- 
tited exertions of our little army at —_ 
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and Princeton, the generalthip difplayed ia 
thefe enterprifes, and the fuccefs with which 
_ they were attended, form a diftinguith’d and 
brilliant page in the hiftory of the War. 


After various turns of fortune and fome 
flrange and untoward events, the clofe of 
1777 brought with it a glorious triumph to 
the American arms in the capture of a whole 
hoft of enemies ; but even this triumph was 
qualified by ill fuccefs at the fouthward, a 
defeat at Brandywine, a repulfe at German- 
town, the flight of Congrefs, and the lofs of 
the capital of America. 


~The year 1778 produced the glorious alli- 
ance with France, and placed our indepen- 
dence upon the fhoulders of a great and. 
powerful nation ; but in other reigesedt fur- 
nifhed no inftance of very fignal fuccefs. It 
clofed with an ineffeétual attempt to difpoffefs 
the enemy of Newport. he ee 


~ Our raifed expeétations of peace in 1779 

were difappointed, and the flattering hopes we 

had entertained, vanifhed. That year proved 

fruitful of calamities. A predatory , diftref- 

fing war raged through the Continent. This 

State faftained the heavy diftafter at Penob{cot ; 

feveral towns in Conneéticut were deftroyed 5. 
the enemy took poffeffion of Georgia, and 

threatened the other fouthern States. 
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In 1780 our misfortunes multiplied apace ; 
and after the lofs of Charteftown, the defeat 
of Gencral Gates at Cambden, and the fuccefs. 
of the enemy in over-running the fouthern 
States, our affairs feemed to be tottering on 
the brink of ruin. ‘The dejeétion of the pub- 
lic, was at no time greater than towards the 
clofe of that year. Our many loffes, increafed 
burdens, and the wretched ftate of our finances 
faifed apprehenfions in minds that had befors 
been fanguine. : at 


But 1781 gave another turn to our affairs, 
reverfed the fortune of the war, and ended in 
another glorious triumph in the capture of 
Cornwallis, by the combined forces of France 
and America. 


_ This wonderful fuccefs effeted, inthe 
following year, the downfal of that wicked 
fet of Minifters in Britain, who firft kindled 
the flames of war, and had hitherto, with a 
farprizing obftinacy, perfifted in difturbing the 
peace not only of America but a great part of 
Europe. This change of menled us to expett 
a change of meafures, and to hope that the 
dawn of peace was not far diftant. This hope 
howertt was mingled with many fears, occa- 
toned by the fevere blow upon our allies in 
the Welt Indies and their misfortunes at 
Gibraltar, And though in America, there was 
_ ne pa 
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wo active campaign by land, yet by fea, the 
depredations on our trade continued, and were 
as great, if notyreaterthan ever, 


The prifon fhips of our enemies were filled 
with our unfortunate feamen, where they 
‘were expofed to fuffocation and death by the 
ftench and miferies of their confinement. 


. Through the whole courfe of the war, how 
were our feelings wounded, when we reflected 
on the cruelties inflicted upon multitudes of 
our people fhut up in thofe floating dungeons 
of infection and difeafe; of mifery and defpair' 
The accounts we have had of their fufferings, 


were enough to harrow every bofom fufcep- 


tible of the feclings of humanity. Whofe 
blood is not chilled at the recolle&ion of a 
fon, a brother, or a friend, thruft into thofe 
gloomy regions ; where “‘no refrefhing breezes 
entered ;” where poifonous exhalations were 
continually drawn in, and “ the tainted ele- 


_sment was charged with peftilence and death !” 


“How many thoufands of our brethren have 
perithed in the prifons of the enemy ! and of 
thofe who efcaped from them alive, what a 
large proportion efcaped, only to exhibit pine- 


ing fkeletons to their affli@ed friends, {peci- 


mens of the cruelties they had fuffered ; and 
then, to fall vilims to the difeafe they had 


 hyonght with them from their confinement !_. 


But, 
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But, bleffed be God ! thefe fcenes of mifery 
and diflrefs are now happily clofed. Our 
work is done. The moft complete and glo- _ 
rious revolution the world ever beheld, is ac- 
complithed. The form of war is diffipated ; 
The clouds are feattered———The years 
wherein we have Jeen evil, are rolled away. 
The prefent ufhers in happier times, and re- 
flores peace to a bleeding world. 


And do we live, my brethren, to behold 
this happy, this long defired day, this glorious 
event !| Do we live to fee our country free and. 


_ independent, its fovereignty acknowledged 


even by thofe, whofe rage to’ fubdue us fet 
the world in flames! Do we behold the re- 
luétant. tyrant of Britain relinquifhing for 
himfelf and his heirs. forever, all claim to do- 


inion over thefe-States? How many of-our 
~ friends and neighbours have defired 


things which we fee and have not feen them ? 


How confiderable a part of the inhabitants of 


this town have been added to the congregation 


of the dead fince the fad conteft began? 


What gratitude to the great Lord of life, 
fhould you and I feel, for fupporting us 
through all our private and public diftreffes, 
to behold this joyful conclufion, the year 
ef our country’s redemption ! 
pee 

- When.a quarrel is made up and_paffion 
Js fublided, it becomes the parties who have 


been 


» 
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been at variance, nations as well as individuals, 
ferioufly to refle& whether they were the 
culpable a | 
unjuft caufe, calls for mourning and repen- 
tance rather than for joy and thankfgiving. 
A widely extended defolation has been made, 
innumerable calamities produced, and many, 
many thoufands of lives facrificed in the late 
eonteft: Their blood ftill crieth from the 
ground. That it doth not cry againft our 
country, is furely a moft pleafing reflection, 
a circumftance which greatly heightens the 
joy of the prefent occafion, “ Heaven 
and Earth,” faid a celebrated Divine on a 
memorable occafion ; * ‘“‘ Heaven and earth 
“* can bear witnefs that thefe States are inno- 
“* cent of the blood that hath been fhed, and 
“the miferies. diffufed by this unrighteous 
_ “ war. .We have ftood upon the ground of 
** juftice, honor, and liberty, and acted merely 
‘a defenfive part... Not unreafonable in our 


demands, not violent in our councils, not. 
psa in our conduét, our “‘ moderation | 


8S 
Tf ” 


s been known to all men;” and without 


 refufing a fingle claim that Britain could in 
“ equity make upon us, our perfons, our pro-. 


** perty, our rights have been invaded in every 
“ ftep that led to this revolution.——-Upon 
“our prefent independence, fweet and valuable 
* as the bleffing is, we may read the infcription, 
5 I am found of them that fought me not.” 


* Dr. Coorer at the Commencement of the Conktitution, 
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It-was not from a fpirit of fedition, it was 
not from pride or caprice, that we afpired to 
fovereignty. The nation that claimed to be 
the mother-country, with her own hands, 
violently broke every bond of union between 
us ; and by her oppreffion and unrelenting 
cruelty, thtuft us out from the family of which, 
we once were a part. And when, with fup- 
plicating hands, we begged to be reftored, only 
on condition of enjoying equal privileges with 
the other members, fhe, with 4 provoking in- 
folence, refufed us a hearing, and -anfwered 
only at the mouth of her cannon. Witnefs 
the fate of the petitions. of Congrefs to the 
King, and their addreffes to the people of 
England in the years 1774 and 1775. The 
manner in which thofe manly, yet decent and 
refpeétful applications were rejected, will re- 
main to all ages a proof of the pride, injuftice 
and cruelty of our late enemies, and of the 
neceflity we were under of a final {cparation 
from them. In the ftrong language of the 
Author of Common Senfe, “the moft un- 
effending humility was tortured into rage, 
and the infancy of exiftence made to weep.” 


Tt was the cruel wrongs we fuftained that 
brought the Continent to unite in that a@ 
which gave us rank among the nations of 
the world, And how far thefe nations were 
from grudging us the diftinétion, or from cone 

; demning 
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demning our meafures, foon appeared in the 
countenance they gave us, in their univerfal 
good wifhes towards us, and in the fignal aid 
which many of them afforded us. And even 
from Britain herfelf, from fome of her wifeft 
and beft men, we have had,* from the begin- 
ning, many ftrong teftimonials to the juftice of 
eur caufe. You may find them in numbers 
of their moft ingenious publications, and in 
a multitude of parliamentary fpeeches and 
protefts. | 


_ But the approbation of the whole world is 
not fo fatisfying as that of our own conf{ciences. 
Deeply as we regret the manifold and long 
continued calamities of the late war, yet, 
upon an impartial review of the part we have 
acted, we are confident, that the guilt of them 
does not lie at our door ; that the wodenoun- 
ced againft thofe by whom effences come, does 
not hang over ws. - From the principles both 
‘of reafon and {cripture we were aflured that 
our caufe was juft and righteous, and fuch as 
we could, with a clear confcience and in the 
exercife of faith, heartily commend to the God 
of Juftice, and implore his providence to blefs 
and profper. To Him we made our folemn 
appeal,.and fent up our earneft cries. Befides 
many days of prayer fet apart by authority, 
during the courfe of our long ftruggle, in- 
numerable fervent petitions were, every day, 
going up to heaven for fuccefs: The praying 
people 
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people in general through the land t ide. ita. 
part of their daily addreffes to ‘the throne of 
grace. Nor did they. pray in vain. -Thei irter. 
ligious and unbelieving may laugh ; but the 
fcorn of infidels beto themfelves ; our pr 

wete heard in heaven. And: God hath done 
for us equal and above what we could afk or 
think, both in fupporting us in the day of our: 
lice and in his own good time, putting a 
rt jae an aie ips us out of 


fae on this day to pay our vows t eet Lord, 
and offer him the facrifice of clgig 
rR yS gare SRS 
_ Whata tied bE love‘and gratitude fhould 
we feel oe th the fupport, protection and fuccels 
vouchfafe desis 2 various s perils and 


pei befell us,” P eickibete P aaering a iene 
goodnels. that it did not prove our fpeedy and 
entire ruin. No people perhaps were ever 
taken at greater difadvantages and under worfe 
circum {tances to defend themfelves againft fo 
yetful an invafion. Unknown to, and un- | 
snneted with, any foreign power, vulnerable ; 
cua r va trade the prey of the enemy's 
rs, our fea-ports and the whole length 
“coat expofed to their continual infults 
—our frontiers naked and open to the barba- 
‘rous defolation oe te from the ee 
- whic 
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which Britifh cruelty had ftirred up-againt tis, 
Jiable-to internal divifion—feveral provinces 
fwarming with fecret enemies and traitors ever 
bufy in difconcerting every meafure:taken for 
the common fafety—at the fame time, detti- 
tuterof all kinds of military ftores, of every 
thing that ‘could’ promife faccefs in war,” 
wwe had-no other rational dependance bur-the 
juitice of our caufe and the protedion of hea- 
~@yens while contending with the ‘mott formi- 
-dable nation in the world ; whofe:fleetv ruled 
the ocean, and whofe troops had beem:afed to 
vidtory and conqueft, and to fpread terror where- 
ever theyapproached. So unequal was the con- 
poe 2a ourehemies were confident Of victory, 
and laughed at the idea of difappointment. ; 
But what grcat things has God-done for us ! 
While for our fins we have been fuffering the 
chattifement of his juftice, we have yer feen 
this jaftice fo oe teftrained and. tem- 
ered with compaffion, that it has’ evidently 


— to be bis frange work. Inthe midi 
of judgment, what goodnefs have we all along 
experienced ; and how wonderfully:has mercy 
triumphed over our ill deferts!’~. 


“Many fignal inftances of God's goodnefs 
have been -already recounted:. Many more 
mutt be fill frefh in your memories. To his 
all pervading influence muft we gratefully 
aferibe it, that the people of thefe States were 

infpired 
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infpited with. fuch — ‘s fenfe of the worth ot 
liberty as difpofed th them to unite in vigorous 
exertions: to obtain inaanhal: nae minds, 
through all the viciffindes of f the-war, were 
held fteady in. the purfuit.« of the great t objedt 
of it; that a martial fpirit was diffufed among 
their. fons—that fach numbers offered. them- 
felves for their country’s defence; that from 
materials fo raw, an army brave, determined 
and faithful, was formed ; that this army has 
been animated to endure the uncommon hard- 
thips of the fervice with an unexampled 
patience, to exhibit inftances of ,the nobleft 
courage, and to rcap laurels that have afte- 
nifhed the world. 


But the Bracions interpofitions of provie 
dent ety ye been ee confpicuous in 
ably deteéting ngerous plots and con- 
fpiracies, foenithing fupplics when we were 
in the greateft traits, repeatedly wafting into 
our ports thofe that were coming to our ene- 
mies, giving us the fruits of the victories they 
have gained, by turning, in almoft every fignal 
inflance of it, their fuccefs againft themfelves, 
and in bringing one European nation after ano- 
, ther to efpoufe our caufe and fight our battles ; 
hy sd peers peace is at length abrained, 
‘With 
€ Nahig co More pointedly mark the watchful care of 
Heaven for the prefervation c of thefe infant States, than the 


manner of bringing to light, at {o critical a junéture, the 
~ dark treachery ate deep laid plot of the infamous Arnold: 
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Wich what holy joy fhould we praife the 
divine goodnefs for this ineftimable bleffing, 
and for bringing about a peace fo highly ad- 
- vantageous and honourable to our country ! 
The Egyptian Pharaoh was not more loth to 
-part with his Hebrew flaves, than the Britifh 
court to give up their once American fubjetts. 
By a feries of miracles were the Ifraclites 
refcucd from the hovfe of bondage. And 
by a ferics of providential wonders have the 
Americans emerged from oppreffion, and rifen 
to liberty and independence. That the fpirit 
of at once the haughtieft and the moft power- 
ful nation in the world thould, in the courfe 
of a few years, be fo humbled as to confent 
to the difmemberment of her empire, and give 
her own fanétion to the blow that lopped off . 
thirteen flourifhing provinces, is furely th¢ 
Lord's doing, and may well b¢ marvellous 
sn our eyes. aa Ean aaa 


In other refpeéts, the terms of pacification 
are greatly in our favour. It was not with- 
out reafon that many of our wife men feared 
‘that, at the conclufion of the war, though 
our independence fhould be obtained, yet it 
would be limited to thé territory we already 
offeffed ; that thefe northern ftates, deprived 
of the fifhery, fo important to our commer- 
cial interefts, would be in danger of finking 
tate poverty end infignificance ; and to 7 
Si ‘ - plete 
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piece the mortification, would be obliged te 
refund the confifcated eftates of thofe who 
- have fided with the enemy. But, thanks be © 
to God, and under him, to thofe ab 
faithful negociators, by whofe influenc 
management, we have attained our” 
-wifhes in each of thefe important articles. 
Indeed, we have, what rarely happens to any 
nation, fach a peace as feems to be univerfally 
fatifa&tory to the friends of America. = 


- What further call is this upon our grati- 
tude? How thankful fhould we be for the 
prefent pleating profpeéts before us! Had 
the conteft ended in our fubjugation, in the 
accomplifhiment of the defigns of our late 
enemies againft us; gracious heaven! what 
matter for horrible defcription would fuch an 
‘event have furnifhed? A flourifhing country 
ruined; its young men dead in battle; its old 
men drooping under inconfolable grief; widows 
and fatherlefs children multiplied in abundance 
—and all expofed to the injuries and infults of 
avictorious, haughty and unrelenting enemy ; 
its worthieft patriots and bravelt heroes deftined 
to the ax and to the halter; its bafe betrayers 
{warming back, with an infufferable infolence, 
to exult over their vanquifhed brethren, and 
riot in their forfeited poffeffions ; its clergy 
driven into corners, filenced, or harrafled with 
profecutions, under pretence of sheinaesrirg 
aa — * eeen 
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pes fomcnters of the late rebellion 3 its 
{chools and feminaries of learning frowned 
' upon, as nurferies of fedition ; meafures taken 
‘to let the people fink into ignorance and | 
fifperflition, that they might the more patiently 
bear the yoke of flavery ;—all the affairs of 
the country fo conduéted as to be rendered 
fubfervient only to the interefts of the conque- 
rors—that the minions and dependants of the 


court might reap the fruits of honeftinduftry : 
an army of foreigners, maintained at the ex- 


pence of the inhabitants, in poffeffion of all 
the fortified. pofts, to keep the country inawe, 
and execute the decrees of a tyrant——Laws 
and regulations made, ail calculated to extin- 
guifh any remaining {parks of liberty, to ren- 
der the minds of the pcople abjeé and flavith, 
to cramp a fpirit of enterprize, and prevent 
the cultivation of arts, manufaétures and 
knowledge ; the landed property parcelled © 
eut among the favourites of the court, and the 
former pofleffors. made tenants of what they — 
were once the owners !——-—Say not, that . 
Britons were incapable of fuch injuftice. The 
fcenes of mifery and cruelty which have 
marked the progrefs of their arms through 
every campaign, and been invariably exhibited 
where ever they have made but a temporary 
conqueft, leave us no room to doubt what 
fcope they would have given to their vindittive 
refentment, had their power been equal te 
theig- 
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theit malice and fuccefs anfwered their withes. 
At this moment, you might have feen your 
poffeffions in the hands of ftrangers, your- 
felves and children reduced to the conditioh. 
of flaves, the chains rivetted upon you and no 
poflible method left to throw them off!-~The 
fpirit of the country humbled and fubdued, 
we might have been obliged to behold the 
cruelty, luft and brutality of lawlefs power, 
to hear the groans of the dppreffed, to fee the 
teats of the affli&ed, and feel our own miferies | 
without daring to complain. ee 


“Phat duting the late fruggle, we have 
been in danger of the horrors of fitch a con- 
clufion, we cannot deny. That our offences — 
squintt heaven would have vindicated. the 
divine , bringing thet up. 


on us, Wwe 
muft alfo ackriowledge. But mercy js the 
darling attribute of the Deity. He hath ne 
pleafure in the death of finners. We delights 
in being the patron of the oppreffed. Our 
neceflity was his opportunity, To him who 
is abundant in mercy and goodnefs, are we 
indebted for the prefent delightful contratt to 
this pi€ure of horror! To Him are we 
indebted, that our late diftreffes have not 
Bes: the agonies of diffolution and death, 
ut the pangs of a joyful birth, of national — 
exiftence! Through’the. divine goodnefs we 
may accommodate to our country er 
oO 
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of the prophet, and fay, behold! a nation hath, 
been bern in a day !—who bath beard fuch a 
thing:? who hath feen fuch things ?—For as 
foon as America travazled, She brought Sorth— 
Rejoice and be glad with her, all ye who love 
her :-rejoice for joy with her, all ye whe 
mourned for ber. — 1 fe 


eaven has carried us through the gloomy 
wildnernefs of trouble, and at length raifed 
us to a delightful eminence where we look 
around, and on every fide a. pleafing profpect 
opens before us. On the one part, we fuck 
the abundance of the fea, and of the treafures 
hid in the fand: We have many hundred 
leagues of fea coaft for the advantages of trade. 

No longer confined to one market, our com- 
merce receives an unbounded extenfion. The 
ports of all nations are open for the welcome 
reception of our flag ; and the various trea+ 
fures of the globe prefent themfelves as the 
objects of our traffick. : 2 


st Law & 


Base. 


And on the other part, we have nearly all 
the climates in the world, an immenfe extent 
of territory for new fettlementsand toferve the 
purpofes of population. We are become the. 
proprietors, the fovereigns of a vaft continent 
fufficient to afford ample means of fubfiftence . 
to many, many millionsof people. Atprefent 

we are but beginning to take poffeffion of our 
inheritance ; 


aaa 
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inheritance ; but a fmall part of it is under 
cultivation. Human labourand art have as 
yet done but. little towards fubduing and” 
polifhing this new world. Immenfe tracts of | 


& 


fertile foil ftill remain in that fate of wild@e— 


nefs.in which nature hath left them, covered 
with vaft forefts, the dark retreats of favage 
beaits and favage men. Every year however 
enlarges the bounds of improvement, and 
extends-our fettlements. And how rapid, 
may wefuppofe, will be their future increafe! 
Wife and juft political ipftitutions, a free and 
happy government will encourage that induftry. 
which turns the wildernefs into a fruitful field, 


and caufes the defert to blofjom as a rofe. Such - 


a government too, will nourith a fpirit of 
enterprife and the improvement of all thofe 
arts which tend to fweeten and adorn human’ 
life: Ie will open and expand the mind, in- 
fpire it with a fenfe of dignity, and with an 


abhorrence of thofemean and bafe vices which 


fervility engenders ; it will watch over the 
manners of the people, and cherifh and 
firengthen the focial virtues by all the aid 
which human laws and authority can give. 
And adored be the divine goodnefs, by the 
late revolution, fuch a government is now our 
boaft and our glory. Jt is this that endears 


to us our country. “ For what is our coun-, ; 


try? Is ita foil of which, though we may be 


the prefent poffeffors, we can call no part out 


own? of the air in which we firft drew our 
- D breath, 
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breath, from which we may be confined:in a 
dungeon—~at the pleafure of atyrant? Is not 
a4 country 2 conftitution--an eftablifhed frame 
of laws ; of which a man may fay, “ we are 


Wie united in focicty for our common feeu= 


tity and happinefs. Thefe fields and: thefe 
fruits are my own: The regulations under 
which I live are my own; I am not only a pro 
prictor in the foil, butam part of the fovereignty 
of my country.”—In fuch an attitude human 
@ appears with its proper dignity : On 


: fuch a bafis, life, and all that fweetens and 


adorns it, may reft with as much. fecurity:as 
human imperfection can poflibly admit.” Such 
are the ineftimable bleflings and privileges of 


Independence and of our prefent happy Contti- 
_ tution, and all the fruit of our late ftruggle. 


‘Tt becomes us then, my brethren, on this day, 
to adore the wifdom as well. as goodnefs. of the 
Ruler of the world in bringing good out of 
evil, and caufing the wrath of man topraife bi 


fo diresting the courfe of events as to take 


the wife in their own craftinefs, and carr? 
the counfel of the froward headlong. Shall 
we not admire that divine fuperintendency 
which makes the unruly paflions of the wicked 


inftrumental not only to the fubverfion of 


their defigns, but to the bringing about events 
the moft contrary to their views and withes? 
The ¢ruclty of Jofeph’s brethren Raw 
7 eres ean ag ~ SOF 


for. that advancement of him: above. thety 
which it was.intended to prevent.’ Haman’s 
plot to ruin Mordecai, and extirpate his peo- 
ple, was over-ruled to bring about the prefere 
ment of the one, and the triumph of theother. 
over all their enemies. Pharaoh, by increafing 
their burdens, haftened the codons 
the Ifraelites. And thus Britain, by her ine. 
juftice and ‘cruelty in attempting to enflave 
America, has eftablifhed our freedom andinde- 
pendence. I have-ever been inclinedto think - 
with one.of our political writcrs, that itwas, 
in the beginning, the intention. (not of the. 
nation but) of the individuals who compofed 
the. Britifh cabinet, “to quarrel with America 
+ anallvevents: \ They had no doubt of fuccefe, 
if they could onceibring it: to-the iffue of +g’ 
battle; and they expeéted from conqueft, what: 
they could neither propofe with decency nor 
hope for by negociation—The whole trouble 
of government would have ceafed in avictory, 
and a final end been put to*remonftrance and 
debate.—T hey hoped for a rebellion, and they _ 
made'one. They expected a declaration of 
independence, and they were not difappointed. 
But after this, they looked for vi@ory, and 
obtained 'a defeat.” They meant to lay us. 
_ proftrate under them, but heaven has givenus 
- atriumph over them. They were fuared in 
the works of their own handi—~and their own 
—-wickednefs has corrected ihem. . Through the 
whole, they have been a gaaaemer 
: rere 
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fters of the Almighty in haftening on a.reve- 
lution which was moft oppofite to their views 
and intentions, which all their exertions were 


ters which would otherwife never have been 
» known, but are now admired as sical oF 
ut QV ES AS OMe Fal 
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ibe world, and rendered immortal in the 
annals of fame? y OT SR 


We reoret the thoufands who fellin the 
ftrugple, and whofe blood was the price of 
what we now enjoy: But many even of 
their names derive a luftre from the caufe-in 
which they fuffered, that will be lafting as 
time—laurels that will never wither. “ Liberty. 
wept over their tombs,” and they are em~ 
balmed in the memory of her grateful fons. 
“Form, fays the Abbe Raynal, a” political 
ealander, marking each day by the name of 
fome hero, who has fpiltshis blood to fet you 
free. Your pofterity fhall one day read them 
with joy: Thefe, fhall it fay, behold, thefe 
were the men who gave liberty to half a 
world ; and who, charging themfelves with 
our happinefs, before we had exiftence, faved 
our infant. flumbers from being diflurbed 
and terrifiedeeby*the clank of chains.” 


The price at which we have purchafed 
freedom has ftruck attentive nations with 
furprife, and put many of them upon. confi- 
dering its value. Oppreffed Ireland has feized 
the opportunity, and already thrown off the 
yoke. Our fuccefs is an encouragement to 
all who figh for liberty, and an alarm’ to 
tyrants through the world. Millions of flaves 
in Europe will fare the better, and be treated 
with more moderation’ and lenity, in confe- 

: quence 
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quence of the revolution in America. We 
know not to what diftant countries and diftant 
ages the happy effects of this great event may 
reach, The blood and treafure expended 
by us, will not be ill laid out, if they are 
the means of diffufing light and liberty ia 
the world.——-But {till we bluth for the 
difhonour and depravity of human nature, that 
fuch means are fo frequently neceflary to. 
fecure the rights of mankind and lay the bafis 
effocial happinefs. What fad work do the 
unruly paffions of men make in the world ? 
How fatal are the effets of pride, ambition, 
avarice and revenge Alas! what has Britain 
got by. all that train of calamitics the has occa- _ 
fioned to the inhabitants on both fides of the 
Atlantic !—difgrace to her arms, deftru@ion 
to'her people, and the difmemberment of her | 
empire, with the addition of a hundred. mil- 
lions to her debt, and the guijt ofa ; 
and miferics fhe has fo qugpinagalg’ produced. — 
God grant, that thefe things mayfrove a leflon 
to princes and ftatefmen, and render them 
more cautious how they invade the rights of 
their brethren and neighbours! Let us, my 
hearers, on this occafion, make it our ecarneft 
prayer to Heaven, that more juft and equitable, 
more wife and benevolent caunfels may pre- 
vail among thofe who guide the affairs of | 
ftates and nations. At the fame time, let it 
be our care to guard againft the motions and. 
impulfe of thofe paffions and Infts in — 
| Walen 
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which are produétive of fuch dreadful: and 

fatal effects.. We fhould not only ftand at the 
greateft diftance from thefe, but it is a-matrer 
of the higheft concern, and what I would 


earnefily fecommend: 2s yodi. Fe igguyiv 


‘That in our refpective places and ftations we 
exert our utmoft influence to cultivate peace 
and union among ourfelves, and cherith. all 
thofe virtues which tend to national flrength, 
honour and profperity. Since the fettlement 
of his own fromeed nation in Canaan, Pro- 
vidence has given to no people a fairer oppor- 
tunity to fecure national felicity, than is now 
held forth to us. Thefe united States have 
come into exiftence at a time when the quality 
of liberty, and the rights of humansnatpre 
are’ defined and underfiood : We have had 
the wifdom and experience of all former ages 
together with the difcoveries. of the prefent, 
to dire@ us in laying the foundations of our 
Republic. The eyes of the world are now 
turned upon us, to fee in what manner we 
rear the fuperftructure, and what ufe we make 
ef that liberty we have been fo carneft to 
obtain. With us it lies to give an-example, 
whether mankind are capable of freedom ? 
Whether the juftice, good faith, peace and 
happinefs of the Community are fafer and bef 
promoted, when the power is ultimately lodged 
in the hands of the people, or when it refides 
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tha Mafter over them? A moment's reflestion 
will render it fufficiently obvious, that where 
all power is derived from the people, every. 
thing muft depend upon their knowledge and 
virtue. If they are ignorant and vicious, 
abandoned to idlenefs, pride and extravagance ; 
if they are felfith and ‘fraudulent, diforderly 
and faétious, impious towards God and unjuft 
and injurious towards one another—all muft 
be anarchy and confufion, riot and licenti- 
eufnefs, where fuch a people hold the powers 
ef government. There is no monarchy that 
is not preferable to fuch a Republic: There 
is no tyranny that is not more tolerable thar 
- fuch a pretended liberty. oem 
~ Jt has often been faid, that virtue is the 
Jpitit of a republic, and effential to the prefer- 
vation of freedom. God forbid then, that by 
vice and irtreligion, we fhould throw away 
the bleffings and privileges which have been fo 
dearly purchafed. Let us guard againft the 
allurements to pride and a vain parade, again{t — 
a tafte for luxury and pleafurable expence ; 
for thefe not only enervate the mind, but cat 
out the vitals of the ftate. All aéts of private: 
and public injuftice, all breaches of faith and 
ufe of deceitful and fraudulent arts, are alfo 
to be guarded againft ; for thefe engender 
murmurings and complaints, divifions and 
animofities. Px 


Let 


( Stee 
Let it be our care, to live by thofe rules*6f 
‘prudence and good ceconomy which tend to 
the general weal. Let us cherifh the virtues 


of temperance, frugality, induftry and a public: 


fpirit. Let thefe things be e/pecially inculcated 
upon the tifing generation. There cannot 
be too much care and attention paid to the 


education of youth ; that their hands may be * 


early inured to the praétice of the ufeful arts 
of life, their minds furnifhed with ufeful 
knowledge, and their tempers formed to carly 
habits of virtue and piety. | 


a 


And let it be the endeavour of us all, each — 


one for himfelf, and fo far as his influence 
extends, for others too, that all may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs and 
bonefty, diligently and uniformly prattifing 
that righteoufne/s which exalteth a nation. 


Let us, my brethren, become real and finceré 


Chrifians. Vital chriftianity will fecure and 


hold us fteady in a courfe of right conduéto — 


promote our own and the public welfare. 
We wearthe chriftian name, but that we might 
have the thing it/elf, is the end aimed at by 
providence in all its dealings with us. For 
this, we have, in times paft, been held in the 
sords of affiction >for this, we are now drawn 
by the bands of love. That our hearts might 
be humbled and broken in contrition and 


repentance, wehave, in former years, /eenewil: 


and that they might be foftened and melted 
| E into 
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into love and obedience to.God.our, Saviour, 
the prefent year is crowned with his goodne/:. 
If it has not-this effect, confequences. more 


< 


. terrible and alarming are to be dreaded, than 
the mere lofs of our liberties as a people, oF 
of our temporal happinefs and profperity as 
individuals. “Our intereft in the events of the 
prefent life is comparatively fmall and trifling. 
We sare but a tranfitory abode on ‘carth, a 
fhort and. precarious connection with the pre- 
al world. Time is fwiftly bearing us on to 

le point of a final and everlafting adieu to alll - 
the objects and concerns which now fo much 
engrofs our thoughts and fo ftrongly ‘agitate 
our hopes. and fears. Soon fhall we. meet 

‘that deftined period when all will vanifa as a 
phantom and feem as an idle dream. Nothing 
will then remain with, or accompany us,» but 
the anguish and remorfe, or the fatisfa@ion 
and comfort refulting from the» confcioufnefs 
of a well, or ill improvement of our prefent 
advantages, opportunities and. mercies,» 9) 


tigtiuay tn sete 2 ee fills eh ites hE). 
-. May God Almighty, whofe arm hath done 


great things for us, and whofe goodnefs not 
only annually but daily loadethus with benefits ; 
add to the bleflings of his providence, the gifts 
of his grace, and pour out Mis fpirit in plenti- 
ful effufions upon each one of us, upon the 
people of this, and ofall the united States, and 
difpofe us univerfally to the love and pradtice 
ef that holy religion which breathes peace op 
Yr Ee Pee voit eos ae | 
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earth, and good will towards ment May He 
blefs and reward thofe brave men who have 
jeoparded their lives in the defence of our 
tights; and incline the hearts of a grateful 
country to do them ample juttice! _May He 
fhower his bleflings upon thofe princes and 
nations who have generoufly efpoufed our. 
caufe, and by whofe aid we have obtained 
liberty, independence and peace: in return 
for affiiting us to civil liberty, may He blefS 
them. with {piritual freedom, with the full 
enjoyment 0 the glorious liberty of the fons 
of God!’ May He even blefs our iF later enemies 
im turning them from all their imiquities, 
pardoning the wrongs they have committed 
againft us and againft the rights of human 
nature, reftoring them to their former glory 
and profperity, and making them again a 
happy nation! May He take thefe ‘united 
States into his holy proteétion, perfe& ‘and 
eftablith their union, reftore-their credit, truth 
and juftice, complete their profperity, making 
them the afylum of liberty, the nurfery of arts 
and knowledge, and (above all) of unfeigned 
chriftian piety ; that through fucceffive ages 
they may continue to be diftinguifhed by his 
favour and guardianfhip, as the glory a all. 
lands, and the joy of the whole earth !——~ 
And Tet all the people fay, AMEN. 


